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Make School Work™ Offers a Practical Guide to Help Solve the Youth Employment Crisis
Through High-Quality Work-Based Learning

MILWAUKEE, Wis., January 2026 — As employers across the country face persistent talent
shortages and young people struggle to connect education to meaningful careers, a new book is
reframing how schools, employers, and communities prepare students for the future of work.

Make School Work™: Solving the American Youth Employment Crisis Through Work-Based Learning,
by GPS Education Partners in collaboration with workforce futurist Alexandra Levit, presents a
practical, field-tested six-part framework for designing and scaling high-quality work-based
learning that delivers real outcomes for students and employers alike.

Drawing on more than 25 years of experience and real-world case studies, the book introduces
GPS Education Partners’ approach to work-based learning design. The framework helps
organizations move beyond fragmented or pilot-based programs toward sustainable systems
rooted in the Four A’s of high-quality work-based learning: authenticity, ability, aspiration, and
agency.

“Make School Work shows readers how to transform the complex concept of work-based
learning into actionable strategies, combining compelling research with real success
stories and GPS Ed’s proven framework for educators, employers, and communities to
bridge the education-to-workforce gap.”

— Brooke Rice, vice president of curriculum and work-based learning, NAF

Co-authored by Alexandra Levit, founder and CEO of Inspiration at Work; Stephanie Loeck, vice
president of strategic development at GPS Education Partners; and Stephanie Reisner, president
and CEO of GPS Education Partners, Make School Work™ arrives at a time when demand for
work-based learning is growing faster than the systems designed to support it.

The book is now available on Amazon. Learn more, explore companion tools, and access launch
events at MakeSchoolWork.org.
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